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April Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
1st  Clare Hibbs 
  Mike  Beardshaw  
3rd  Antonis Papasolomontos 
  Avril Withyman 
4th  Rosie Treble 
6th  Andrea Walters 
7th  Jo Batten 
  Archie James Alexander 
8th  Emma Brooks (Fenwick) 
10th  Anna Edwards         
13th  Troy Gale 
16th  Brian Cook 
19th  John Ball  
21st  Barbara Middleton 
22nd  Liz Jaehme 
23rd  Mary Willcox 
  Talitha Stowell 
24th  Margaret Ball 
25th  Jeannie Bessant 
  Ruby Bessant 
  Harry Bessant 
28th  Theresa Walters 
29th  Miles Naish 

KENN ALTAR GUILD - APRIL ROTA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irene Stowell  and Margaret Bessant 
 

Easter Flowers 
on Saturday 4th April please 

 
 

There are vacancies for Altar Guild helpers at 
various times of the year -  particularly in April 
and September. 
 
Being a member of the  Kenn Altar Guild 
means just one hour‟s work, cleaning  and/or  
flower arranging for each week of one month 
a year. 
 
If you would like to be part of this select crew 
please contact Marinna  on 01275 340323 

Our Flag 
 
was flown in celebration of the Golden 
Wedding Anniversary of Wilf and Diane 
Bessant on Saturday 21st March. 
 

Church Floodlighting 
 

Our Church was lit on Sunday 15th March for 
Evensong, and again on Wednesday 18th to 
mark the second anniversary of the passing of  
our dear friend Raymond Naish. 

ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING  
AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

The Annual Vestry Meeting was held after the 
Family Service on 22

nd
 March.  There were 

not as many of the regular worshippers there 
as usual, as a rather nasty germ seems to 
have landed in Kenn and a lot of people are 
laid very low indeed. 
 

Warren welcomed all those who were there 
and thanked the Churchwardens and all those 
who have done their bit to keep the church in 
good order and the services running smoothly.   

 

Now that the clergy team is complete and has 
had time to settle in, members of the team are 
to have an „away day‟ in April to try to plan the 
future work of the ministry in the Parish in the 
coming years. 
 

Julia Bush and John Ball were unanimously   
re-elected as Churchwardens for the coming 
year.   
 

After the meeting Julia indicated that this 
would be her final year as Churchwarden and 
she asked us all to pray that her replacement 
would come forward. 
 

Marianna Mackay and Hartley Staples will 
continue as members of the PCC.  Sadly 
Wendy Papasolomontos has resigned as she 
spends less time here now.  We shall miss 
her.   
 

Caroline Holden will take her place and she 
was warmly welcomed in her absence (she 
was too ill to attend). 
 

Ann Holtham 
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Children of Kenn 
 

On Good Friday, at 12 noon, we will read 
the Easter story, eat Easter food and 
decorate the Easter Garden. We would 
love to see you at the church.    Please 
bring anything that you think would make 
the Easter Garden look beautiful.  
 
See you there. 
 
 

Julia Bush 

Mothering Sunday in Kenn 

 
We were pleased to welcome Rev Avril 
Gaunt to take our Mothering Sunday 
Family Communion Service.  
 
She took as her theme the 
characteristics of Mothers and Carers 
in families.  Showing amazing artistic 
licence she compared these to the 
ingredients in a Simnel Cake. 
 
What are Mothers and Carers like?   
 
Flour to raise things when we are low, 
eggs to bind the family together, sugar 
to sweeten things up when we are 
miserable, butter for a bit of richness, 
fruit for goodness when we just need 
looking after, the security of the cake 
tin.  
 
All this topped off with the generosity of 
delicious marzipan.  
 
Then we were asked to write one word 
to describe our Mums on little 
cardboard cut-out cakes, these were 
taken up (in the cake tin) and blessed 
with the Offering. 
 
Then the children helped give out 
posies of flowers to the ladies in the 
congregation. 
After the service we had coffee 
and…  ...Simnel Cake. 
 
A big 'Thank you' to everyone who 
helped with the service, especially 
Caroline Holden and  Margaret 
Bessant, who took over making the 
posies when I cried off at the last 
minute. 

 
Julia Bush 

 
Calling all bakers... 
 
I will not be selling cakes at 
the MAY  Village Market 
 
So if anyone wants to make 
some money for their 
favourite charity, get baking! 

 
Julia Bush 

Christian Aid Week Kenn 2015 
 
Christian Aid Week will be upon us next 
month  (10th - 16th May) and this year I would 
be especially grateful for help  -  as I have 
other commitments around this time.  
 

Our house to house collection IS STILL BY 
FAR THE MOST EFFECTIVE FORM OF 
FUND RAISING. Kenn always holds up very 
well in the total amount collected in Yatton 
Moor. It really is a case of the more collectors, 
the less each one has to do.  
 

Please get in touch if you can offer some help. 
Thank you, 

 
Julia Bush 01275 873554 
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February Coffee Morning  
 
Margaret and Ann would like to thank 
everyone who supported the Coffee 
Morning.  
 
£124.00 has been passed to the can-
cer research charity - Above and Be-
yond. 

 
 
 
 
 
March Coffee Morning 
 
Iris and Mike Callow  would like to 
thank everyone who came along and 
supported their Coffee Morning in aid 
of Cystic Fibrosis - proceeds to date 
are circa £30.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 25th April   
 

10-12 noon 
 

CHURCH ROOM 
 

CHARITY COFFEE 
MORNING 

 

All Saints Church 
 

Kingston Seymour 
 

Cream Teas and Plant Stall 
 

Easter Sunday and Easter 
Monday 

 
2.30-5.00pm 

 

 

The Parish of Yatton Moor 
St. John the Evangelist, Kenn,  
All Saints’, Kingston Seymour  

St Mary the Virgin, Yatton 
 

Annual Parochial  
Church Meeting 

 
at St Mary ‘s Church, 

Yatton 
 

Thursday 30th  April   
 

 7.00 for 7.30pm 
 
 

Copies of the  Parish of Yatton Moor 
Annual Report for 2015 will be available 
in all churches - please take one per 
family. 

 
    Julia and John 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 

 
Hope you like John‟s eclipse photo taken  on Friday 20th 
March -  using a „welding glass‟ over his camera lens! 
 
He  sent me to work with a welding glass and I was  in the 
churchyard at  All Saints  in time to view the 85% moment.  
Amazing... 
 

Defibrillator 
We are  now in a position to offer  „Hands on Training‟ in 
the use of   defibrillators . 

If you would like to receive training, or have a „top-up‟ 
session, please call John on 078 1667 1304 -  so that a 
suitable date can be arranged. 
John and I did a session recently and it was really 
worthwhile. 
 

The Model Folk 
 
This band is launching its new Album at Kenn Village 
Hall on Thursday 2nd April. 
 
John Hayden will be running the Bar - why not come 
along and support them? 
 

 
 
Good news - the Mercury is now back 
in circulation - Mike will be keeping 
copies for collection at  The Drum and 
Monkey each Wednesday from 
lunchtime. 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed copy - lots of fun events coming up . 
Copy for May issue to me at  -  margaret.john@btinternet.com  as soon as you have it or drop a 

note through the letterbox at Chaseside or call John on 078 1667 1304 
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7
th

 JUNE 2015 at the Village Hall 
 
NEWS UPDATE 
 
Exciting news from Liz Jaehme regarding the food. We would ask people to make either a savoury 
or sweet dish (you can choose when obtaining your ticket) for 6 people in the case of a couple or 3 
for single person.  
 
They should be based on an International theme. So let your imagination roam free, dishes from all 
over the world will be appreciated not just European favourites.  
 
We will not be having a bar but everybody can bring whatever beverage they fancy. Tea and coffee 
will be provided. 
 
Tickets will be on sale from the middle of April and will cost £5.  
 
Details will be on your invitation.  
 
There should be very little expenditure so most of the proceeds will go to our nominated Charities. 
 
So get your recipe books out (or Google it), experiment with new flavours, try them on your family 
and enjoy presenting the end results to your neighbours.  
 
Above all come along on 7

TH
 JUNE to the VILLAGE HALL at MIDDAY and join in this 

INTERNATIONAL day of feasting, fun and frolics! 
 
You will see elsewhere that Sue Parker is looking for volunteers to form a musical group to sing well 
known songs.  
 
Enthusiasm is the main requirement. We will be greatly entertained by any production of hers. 
 
Mike Bell (01934 832518) is masterminding our DECORATIVE SCARECROW competition, so 
contact him for more information. 
 
Caroline Holden (01275 343133) is organising our home produced BUNTING and will be looking for 
materials. See her article in this month‟s News & Views 
 

Robin and Marianna 

07860235495 
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Village Bunting 
 
Lyn Burnett and I have embarked on a fun project. It arose out of discussions about decorating the 
hall for the village lunch in June. We are going to make a Kenn Village Bunting.  
 
We have already received donations of material from villagers. More would be very welcome. It 
does not matter what colour. Lyn and I will then make them into bunting. The bunting will then 
belong to everyone.  
 
We have to ask that the donations of clothes or material are cotton.  
 
This material shapes well, is easy to work with and will last.  
 
Your offering can be left in the porch of Chapel Cottage or given to Lyn in Oak House. I will keep 
you updated following my master class from Lyn next week.    
 

Caroline 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  320 APRIL 2015    

8 

 

 

Kenn Chorus 
 
We thought it would be fun to have some musical 
entertainment as part of our Big Lunch celebrations 
on  Sunday 7th June.  
 
Singers and instrumentalists from the village are 
welcome.  We will be singing well known songs and 
nothing too      complicated so while enthusiasm is 
essential, talent would be a bonus!  
 
If you are interested in being involved please text or 
phone Tony Parker on 07815908542 or email Sue 
Parker: suzyjeg@icloud.com   
 
Depending on numbers interested we are planning to have our first get together 
7:30pm Monday 27th April at The Cottage, Duck Lane. 

mailto:suzyjeg@icloud.com
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Bird Food  
 
It seems that word has not got around everywhere that 
Bird Food is available all year at Bram Rigg (in the 
layby, by the green) at reduced prices for villagers. 
 
Sunflower hearts, peanut kernels, niger seed, fat balls, 
sunflower seeds and wild bird mix are in their own little 
bins in the drive.  
 
 A cup or similar in each bin lets you know how much 
you get for £1,  there is a little pot for money and there 
are bags for your purchases.  If the wind hasn‟t blown it 
half way down the street there is also a funnel thingy to 
assist with getting the food into the bag rather than into 
your socks… 
 
if you‟d like a bird food that we don‟t have, just send us 
an email and we‟ll see what we can do.  If we run out of something or you need change or anything 
then knock the door or drop a note in.   
 
All funds raised by Kenn Pride support Village Projects, this year especially the Big Tidy Up and the 
Big Lunch. 
 
(The bird food is all from local suppliers.  Please cut the nets off the fat balls before letting the birds 
at them). 
 

 
THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 
With the year now almost into April  
- we had our second market on 
Saturday 14th March and again it 
was nice to see  so many people. 
 
As usual it was good to see all our 
stall holders busy and special 
thanks to Kenn WI (in their 100th 
year) for serving refreshments this 
month.  
 
The WI raised £60 for the League of Friends of Clevedon hospital. 
 

The next market is after Easter on Saturday  April 11th from 10.00 to 12 noon.    
Hope to see you all there.    

      Maggie Hobbs 876277 and Lyn Burnett 870189  
 
   

(if you would like to do the cake stall in May, please let Lyn know - Julia  Bush) 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
Revd. Warren Williams  01934 833608 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball  874077 
  Mobile 078 1667 1304 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 
 

 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

 North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

 News & Views:  
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
  Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
      Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables  

and Jewellery 
Thursday 16th April 
Thursday 30th April 

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesday prior 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 4th June 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 2nd June  2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 3rd June 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

Catalogues can be viewed at: 
www.clevedon-salerooms.com 

  
      

    Coffee Morning 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,   
11th April from 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 7th/14th/21st/28th April 
 
Dustbin -  7th/21st April 
  
Green Waste - 14th/28th April 

   
Kenn Women’s       

 Institute 
 

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm 

    Wednesday 8th April 

NORTH SOMERSET 
TIMES & MERCURY 

Copies of these local 
newspapers are freely 
available in the bar of the 

Drum and Monkey - Wednesday afternoons 
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What’s on at The Drum 

 
Starting in March, the Mercury - covering our 
local area has been revived - with all  of our 
old favourites.  Copies of this newspaper, 
along with the North Somerset Times will be 
freely available from the Bar at The Drum 
from Wednesday lunchtimes. 
 

 
VILLAGE LUNCH - Tuesday 14th 
April, meet from 12.00 noon 

 
QUIZ NIGHT -  Every Wednesday a free to enter Quiz is held at The Drum 
from around 9.00pm - no limit on number of team members and prizes to 
be won.   -  Special offer of two sirloin steaks with all the trimmings for 
£20.00 on Wednesday evenings. 

 
Come along and beat your neighbours or just have some fun! 
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2015 
 

HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES 2015 RED 
 
MONDAY 30th March 

11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm  Meditation & Compline at Yatton  
 

TUESDAY 31st March 

11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm  Meditation & Compline at Yatton  
 

WEDNESDAY 1st April 
10.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
7.30pm Compline Service with Meditation at Claverham  
8.00pm Choral Meditation at Yatton  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 2nd April 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Meal with Communion & Vigil at Yatton  
7.30pm Last Supper Communion Service at Cleeve  
9.00pm Watch „til Midnight at Kingston Seymour 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 3rd April 
10.00am Stations of the Cross at Cleeve  
10.00am  Children‟s Workshop at Yatton  
11.00am  Devotional Service at Kenn  
2.00pm  An Hour at the Foot of the Cross at Kingston Seymour  
2.00pm  The Last Hour at Yatton   
2.00pm  Hour at the Cross at Claverham   
3.30pm  Ecumenical walk over Cadbury Hill back to the Methodist Church afterwards  
 

EASTER EVE  SATURDAY 4th April 
9.30am-12pm   Yatton shopping precinct - Ecumenical Christian Witnessing  
             

                           
8.00pm  Ceremony of New Fire at Yatton  
 

1st SUNDAY  5th April   EASTER DAY WHITE 
6.30am Sunrise Holy Communion at Cleeve followed by breakfast  
7.00am „Sunrise‟ Ecumenical (half hour) Service - Cadbury Hill 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*   
9.30am Easter Communion & Decoration of Cross at Yatton  
9.30am Easter Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am  Easter Family Holy Communion at Cleeve 
  (and with Easter Egg Hunt for the children)  
11.00am Easter Communion at Kenn  
11.00am         Easter Communion at Kingston Seymour  
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2nd Sunday  12th  THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER   WHITE 

 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
9:30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11:00am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am Holy Communion at Kenn    
6:00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour*   
 
3rd Wednesday – 15th April 
  
11am             Holy Communion at Kenn 
 
 
3rd Sunday  19th  THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER    WHITE 
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Claverham*   
9:30am Parish Communion with Holy Baptism at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
6:00pm Evensong at Kenn*  

 
4th Sunday  26th  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   WHITE 
 
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.30am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
10.00am Café Celebration at Court de Wyck School  
11.00am Family Service at Kenn  
6.00pm Holy Communion at Claverham *  
6.00pm Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton  

 
 
 
Thursday 30th April 
 
5pm -7pm Archdeacon‟s “Surgery” in Chapter House 
 
Thursday 30th April 
 
7pm for 7.30pm Yatton Moor Parochial Church Council  
 Annual Parochial Church Meeting  in the Chapter House at Yatton 
 
 
 

* Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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ADVERTISEMENT - One bed Holiday chalet near Dartmouth £13,000 contact Lise Willcox or Alison 
Tucker 07768416738 
 
Wild boar x meat for sale, whole /half/ quarter pig butchered to order £3.40 per Kg,  average pig 
weighs 35kg. Whole pig purchase would provide 20% discount to buyer, half pig would provide 10% 
discount. 
 

Contact Lise   077 6841 6738 

 

Down on the Farm April 
  
As I write on 17th March we have had the first real spring day for several weeks.  
 
The hoped for early spring has 
not materialised and the land 
appears not to have woken 
up. The daffodils in the garden 
are nearly a month late in 
reaching full bloom.  
 
We need to see the grass 
grow soon, as most of the 
ewes have lambed and when 
they are suckling lambs they 
need quantities of fresh grass 
to maintain milk levels for their 
lambs.  
 
The Cherry Tree in our yard 
has blossomed and today‟s 
sun has brought thousands of 
bees from their hives to land 
on the blossom. We hope this 
means spring is finally on it‟s 
way. 
  
Continuing on from my comments about farms which have been swallowed up by the expansion of 
Clevedon, I have discovered many more small farms which were scattered through Clevedon and 
the surrounding area. In times gone by much of the local employment would have been on farms. 
  
Perry Marsh Farm was located in Lower Strode Road, now called Dowlais Farm, in 1667 the land 
was flooded by the sea and a large portion of the sea wall was carried down the Severn. The farm 
was owned by William Strode. The farm was flooded again in 1899 and the wife of the owner HJ 
Sweet was drowned. There was a farm called Gaskins in 1800 reached by All Saints Lane, then 
called Careys Lane. Village Farm, built in 1500, was in Old Street. Meadow Farm was on the end of 
Meadow Road. Behind Clevedon Court was Queen Anne Cottage, which in 1670 was lived in by 
John Williams, and he his mother were accused of sheep stealing. The next tenants were the 
Gaylards who stole the lead off St Andrew‟s Church and hid it in their barn. 
 

Notes from Miles Naish, typed by Leon Naish 
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KENN VILLAGE HALL 

Saturday 27th June 

8pm onwards 

 

An evening of Hill Billies shin digging  

and Disco  

£7 advance  (£8 on night) 

 

With local West Country band 

 

All profits to the Smile Train charity 

(international children's cleft lip and pal-

ate surgery) 

 

To hear their music — check out their  

web site www.redhillbillies.com 

 

Contact Lise Willcox 

Contact: Liz Jaehme 

http://www.redhillbillies.com
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What’s on in, and around, Kenn - April 
 

Thursday 2nd April at Kenn Village Hall -  

The Model Folk Live Band  

 

Easter Sunday 5th and Easter Monday 6th April 

Cream Teas and Plant Stall at All Saints Church, Kingston Seymour 

 

Wednesday 8th April - Kenn Village Hall  

7.30pm Kenn Women’s Institute 

 

Saturday 11th April - Kenn Village Hall   

10-12noon Village Market and Coffee Morning 

 

Tuesday 14th April - Village Lunch at The Drum and Monkey 

 

Saturday 18th April - 7.30pm at St Mary ‘s Church, Yatton 

Music and Drama Showcase - Charity event 

 

Thursday 23rd April 7.30pm at Kenn Village Hall  

Songs from the Shed - Benjamin Folke Thomas  

 

Saturday 25th April - Church Room 10-12noon   

Charity Coffee Morning 

 

Monday 27th April - 7.30pm at Kenn Village Hall 

Kenn Parish Council Meeting 

 

Thursday 30th April 7.00 for 7.30pm  - at St. Mary’s, Yatton 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Parish of Yatton Moor 
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KENN W.I. 
 
It has been a busy month for many members of the W.I.  Some went to the AGM at the Winter 
Gardens in Weston.   Kenn was one of 49 Institutes to parade its banner, made by its members.  
 
The main speaker was author Jane Robinson.  She has written several books including one on the 
W.I. called “a force to be reckoned with”, which Tony Blair found to his cost at the National AGM in 
2000. 
 
Nigel Hackett had previously given us a copy in memory of Gill. For those of us who knew Gill, she 
was a force to be reckoned with.  Luckily Ann Holtham managed to get the book signed by Jane.  
This is available for all W.I. members to read. 
 
Our speaker was Rupert Higgins from the Avon Wildlife Trust.  He gave a very interesting talk about 
several areas which were well known to many of the members.  This also sparked a debate 
between Rupert and some of the members, who are farmers‟ wives, regarding the maintenance of 
the rhynes. 
 
Many thanks for all of those people that supported us at the March village market.  The proceeds of 
£62 will go to our charity, the League of Friends of Clevedon Hospital.   Also my thanks to Edna 
Baber, Margaret Burdge, Lyn Burnett and Ann Holtham for their help on the morning. 
 
Despite a sterling effort by our skittles team we were beaten by Portishead Harbourside W.I. and 
we wish them well in the next round. 
 
On the 30

th
 March a group of us will be going to visit the Magistrates Court at Worle. This has been 

arranged for us by Marilyn Drag J.P. who was our January speaker.  Let‟s hope that the same 
number of us who go in, come out! 
 
Our speaker in April is Gina Merrett – Smith who will be talking on Charles Worth “The Genius of 
Fashion and Perfume”. It tells the story from his beginnings in a draper‟s shop to his rise to fame. 
 
Visitors are most welcome to join us on the 2

nd
 Wednesday of the month starting at 19.30. 

 
Marion Hulance 

 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  320 APRIL 2015    

18 

Bird News 
 
The Raven's nest on the pylon visible from Lampley Road seems to have been deserted.  
Ravens often build several nests and abandon them  - last year's pylon nest on Congresbury 
Moor doesn't appear to be active currently either. This year there is a Rookery survey and 
more seem to be nesting close to busy roads now. Whilst observing a Rookery at Wick St 
Lawrence recently a pair of Ravens approached and caused mayhem.  I wonder if Rooks are 
adopting road side nesting as a defence against  Ravens who don't (yet?) like to be close to 
fast traffic? 
 
Early in the month a walk along Wemberham Lane produced six Stonechats in a loose group. 
They were gone the next day - perhaps they were in course of moving to their upland breeding 
territories. A Kingfisher nearby was an added bonus. A Wheatear was present along the sea 
wall on the eleventh, my first spring migrant of the year and a couple of Short Eared Owls have 
been reported from the Kenn Estuary recently. 
 
The cool weather seems to have delayed arrival of spring migrants and the departure of 
wintering birds.  The first Chiffchaff was singing in Wemberham Lane on the 19th, ten days 
later than last year. The next day a flock of 200 Fieldfares were on Kenn Moor - a late date for 
such a big number. 
 
I was interested to see what effect, if any, the solar eclipse had on the local birds. At the peak 
of the eclipse the bird song continued but seemed more muted - I didn't see any go to roost - I 
think that the TV exaggerated that a bit. 
 
Jill and I paid a visit to the Forest of Dean where we were able to watch a Great Grey Shrike 
(they aren't very big!) These birds store prey on a  thorn bush known as a larder but whilst we 
were watching it only caught a small insect which it consumed immediately.  It had caught two 
lizards earlier and a photographer was able to show us a picture of one capture. Presumably 
the lizards were just coming out of hibernation and perhaps weren't fully awake. 
 

Trevor Riddle  01934 835208 
 

Great Grey Shrike  
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Friday 24th July 7.30 Kenn Village Hall 

CHARITY MUSIC NIGHT -  IN AID OF SPRINGBOARD 

 

AN EVENING WITH THE BARRY WALSH BAND 
No. 1 Bestseller on Amazon Country Songs chart in March with their single 

“SAVE ME” written for Save Birnbeck Pier Campaign. 

 

Watch for further details 

Music and Drama Showcase  
in aid of 

7.30pm - Saturday 18
th

 April  
at St Marys Church, Yatton 

 

 
Skillshare International works in partnership with locally-based organisations in Southern Africa, 
West Africa and India to reduce poverty, injustice and inequality.   
Their work is focused on the following programmes: 
 
Healthcare – Equipping communities with the skills and knowledge to access healthcare  
Education - Skillshare International works to enable marginalised communities to access education 
Sustainable Livelihoods - Equipping communities to meet their basic needs through sustainable livelihoods 

Active Citizenship - Empowering individuals to contribute towards development 
 

I will be travelling as a volunteer with Skillshare to Botswana to spend 10 weeks this summer,  
supporting one of the three partner organisations working with local communities in Kang,  
Gaborone, and Ramotswa.  I need to raise £800 for Skillshare – all of which goes to the projects 
they support. 
 
This work will include teaching at schools, raising awareness about domestic violence, organising 
and running sports and after school events, and working with young people and communities on 
HIV prevention and counselling.   
 
To raise the money, I am organising a fundraising music and drama showcase at 7.30pm on  
Saturday 18

th
 April at St Marys Church, Yatton, which will include various musical performances, 

as well as some dramatic and comedic monologues performed by drama school applicants.   
Refreshments will be available. 
 
Tickets are £5 each, from:   
 
Anna Lumkin:  Mobile 07853 913811, email anna.lumkin@hotmail.co.uk 
Jane Lumkin:  Mobile 07968 829245 or 01934 832741, email dlumkin@greenbee.net 
Team Office:  St Mary‟s Church, Yatton, (open 9am-11.30am each weekday),  
Tel 01934 832184, email office@yattonchurches.org 
 
It will be a wonderful evening of music and laughter.  I look forward to seeing everyone there! 
 
Anna Lumkin 

mailto:anna.lumkin@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:dlumkin@greenbee.net
mailto:office@yattonchurches.org
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Booking essential — call 01275 873433 
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Broadband in Kenn 

 
I‟m sure that most residents are aware that the broadband performance in the village is nowhere 
near what is experienced elsewhere.  The Parish Council, Chris Blake, John Ball, Robert Downs 
and myself have formed a working party to look at a number of options. 
 
As part of this, the Parish Council and the Broadband working party had a meeting with Liam Fox 
MP, who is only too well aware of the issues faced by rural communities such as ours.  His home 
broadband is even worse than ours and he has already had meetings with BT and the Devon and 
Somerset Rural Broadband initiative to push for improvements in our villages. 
 
During his visit to us he gave us an update on his activities and we briefed him on specific issues 
we face, not just on broadband but also the general quality of the telephone system in Kenn.  Dr 
Fox has taken this information away and will be writing to BT and the Devon and Somerset Rural 
Broadband initiative emphasising not only that we need to be included in their plans but that we 
need to understand definite dates when this will happen so at least we can plan ahead and possibly 
make alternative arrangements in the meantime. 
 
Overall it was an extremely productive meeting and thanks to Sheila for organising Liam Fox‟s visit 
and to Chris, John and Robert for their research and  contributions and input into the meeting. 
 

Stephen  Brain 

Kenn Road Safety Campaign 
 
At the March  Parish Council meeting the speed of traffic through the village was once again a hot 
topic.    A member of the local police was on hand to provide some advice and a community 
speedwatch programme was highly recommended.  If you are interested in becoming a community 
speedwatch volunteer, you will receive full training and the police will advise on the areas to be 
covered in the village.   
 
Those caught speeding will receive a letter and only after three letters will a speeding fine 
potentially be enforced so the approach is a gentle one.   
 
It was also suggested that some additional signage be included in the village as part of the 
programme.  If you have any feedback on this matter and/or would like to become a volunteer or 
find out more, please let me know.   There is also a chance we might be able to combine activities 
and training with Yatton, who are a little further ahead in their speedwatch programme at present. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Chris 
  
Dr. Chris Blake, Orchard End, Kenn Street, Kenn, BS21 6TN - Tel: 0275 219639  -Mobile: 07766 462120 
E-mail: mrchrisblake@gmail.com  

mailto:mrchrisblake@gmail.com
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  Kenn Parish Council  - Chairman’s chat, 
 

Hello 
 
Members of the Public, the Police, and Tony Moulin, our local North Somerset Councillor, were in 
attendance at our last meeting which was preceded by our Annual Meeting .  
 
Many points were raised.  The flowers, sign, and church bridge were mentioned, and updates given. 
 
Since the meeting Rob Willcox has offered to empty the dog litter bin, we are very grateful to him. 
 
The Police Officer spoke about crime, or lack of it in our village, and had a conversation on 
speeding and speed-watch for the village. Some people want this and some are not so keen, Chris 
Blake offered to send out an email and see what feedback there was, and Robin Mackay said he 
would be happy to become part of it.  
 
It was mentioned that for many reasons, our Villagers would be better off in a speed-watch team in 
another village or area, and outsiders for ours, if in fact that is what is decided. 
 
Brian mentioned that he would like some sort of signage or road-markings for Kenn Street.  Again 
debate on this took place.  This has been raised before and the Village is somewhat divided on it. 
We are asking for advice and costing from North Somerset, and this can be discussed at a future 
meeting. 
 
John Ball asked if the Parish Council would sign and endorse a letter to be written by the committee 
on our broadband service, and show support for them.  It was discussed and the Parish Council 
cannot just sign correspondence written by a member of the public but can write using their points 
and would be happy to do so.  
 
It was also pointed out that we do support the committee and in fact Steve Brain is part of both the 
Parish Council and the committee and had been working away for some time on this issue. 
 
I suggested that I could speak to Liam Fox‟s,  secretary and ask him to come along and speak to 
us, this has been done and a meeting was set up the next day for the end of the month.  
 
Liam Fox has been fully aware of the situation with broadband locally and has been campaigning 
vigorously for the villages, he himself living in Tickenham is just as affected, we shall report back 
after the meeting. This is between the Broadband committee and Parish Councillors. 
 
Concerns that we had over £7,000 in reserves of villagers money were raised.  We were able to 
explain that we had to have a percentage of precept kept for unforeseen expenditure, and we had 
luckily managed to get the grass keeping contract for under £800 but the top estimate was £2500, 
which would have been quite a chunk out of it, we had also  been made aware that money should 
be kept for things such as the hedge trimming in the previous year, which was agreed on, if we had 
a sudden bill for this we would need a reserve.  
 
It was also suggested that it was villagers‟ money and we should therefore give a sum towards the 
Village Lunch.    
 
Once again, we had to remind people that we are unable to just donate money without a written  
request, which had to be brought before a meeting and on an agenda. 
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We asked what was being asked for, Robin said a donation, but was not sure for what, it was 
agreed that it could maybe be for a prize and Councillor Bessant undertook to find out what was 
needed and to bring to the next meeting a request for whatever had been decided. 
 
It must be pointed out that, yes it is precept money for the village it is public money, and as such 
has to be accounted for in the correct manner and we cannot just hand out donations without the 
proper procedures being followed. 
 
The Village Lunch is what it is, but not everyone is in agreement with the precept money being 
spent on a private function, and have expressed so, and thereby lies an ongoing situation when 
there are differences of opinions, whoever comes out with the outcome they wanted are happy, the 
other party aren‟t and the Parish Council ends up in the doghouse with someone. 
 
Codes of Conduct and rules which every member of the Parish Council signs and has to adhere to, 
are there for all to see.  
 
It would not matter if it is us existing councillors or new ones, rules and regulations are part of the 
life of a Parish Councillor and they do make you very unpopular with folk who do not understand 
them, don‟t care about them or just want them broken. 
 
Parish Council, is an official body and not like the Village Hall Committee, which I also sit on, and 
the two are vastly different things. 
 
The Parish Council elections are coming up, new folk will be very welcome to stand and some say it 
is time that new folk are on it.  It is a splendid way to support and serve the Village, but it is not to be 
taken lightly, and it is not something that make you very popular sometimes, but it is an honour and 
privilege to serve the needs of the Village, in an ever changing world full of rules and regulations 
and paperwork, I would say double to what was necessary 20 years ago when I first stood. 
 
Eleanor has put up the notices of Election, and information can be found on North Somerset‟s 
website. 
 
Next meeting  is the last before the Election in May,  and if anyone needs any information on being 
a Councillor, give any of the councillors  a ring, they will be happy to help. 
 
Cheers 
 
Sheila 
 
Chair 
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